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centuries. We may only point out that the districts of
north Karnataka were annexed to British territory after
the fall of the last PeSwa, Bajirao II. Those portions of
south Kamataka, which are now British, had been annexed
earlier. It is important to note that the Kannada country,
with the exception of Mysore, lost its Kannada character
as a unit, being exposed to the influences of alien Govern-
ments and alien cultures like the Mohammedan, theMaratha,
the Portuguese and the English. Karnataka thus suffered
continuous mishandling during the last two centuries and
it, therefore, stands today seriously dismembered and awk-
wardly administered. Geographically, it may be observed
that the larger Karnataka of the earlier days, which was
roughly defined as the Kaveri-Godavari region \ gradually
dwindled into smaller dimensions as a consequence of the
impact of other languages and cultures, chiefly in the
north-west.

CHAPTER  II

The historical retrospect, given in the last chapter,
shows that the political life of Karnataka began very early
indeed and was brilliant, though unsteady in its manifesta-
tion. We shall now Proceed to study it under three sub-
heads viz. i. Martial, 2. Administrative and 3. Civic.

1 The region noted above may have been wider still
on account of certain vestiges of Kannada still perceptible
in the region to the north of Godavari as pointed out by
Mr. S. B. Joshi in his book called * Kanmareyada Kan-
nada'. It is a matter that deserves to be investigated
ip 3 scientific spirit Jby. students of Karanataka history.